
PREFACE 
 

 
In 2001, the  Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Summer Study Program grappled with Conceptual Models of the 
Climate.  Eli Tziperman (Weizman Institute), Paola Cessi (Scripps Institution of Oceanography) and Ray Pierre-
Humbert (University of Chicago) provided the principal lectures. This introduction gave us all a glimpse into the 
complex problem of the climate, both in the present, past and future, and even on other planets.  As always, the next 
weeks of the program were filled with many seminars from the visitors, and culminated in the fellow's reports. 
 
Special thanks go to Eric Chassignet for dealing with the computers, and to Jack Whitehead for the year-long 
administration of the Program. In 2001, as in all summers, W.H.O.I. Education continued to provide the perfect 
atmosphere for the program, and I specially thank Janet Fields, our industrious coordinator, for her invaluable 
assistance. 
 
Neil Balmforth, Director 
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