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W
e m

easured ATP  on-site in an A
rtic O

ven tent im
m

ediately after sam
ple 

collection. Results from
 these assays indicate that the Ice D

iver entered the 
borehole cleanly! ATP m

easurem
ents from

 the probe surfaces w
ere below

 the 
N

A
SA “threshold cleanliness lim

it” of 2.3 x 10
-11m

m
ol ATP per 25 cm

2

established for the M
ars Science Laboratory. 

M
elt w

ater created as the probe descends initially spreads into firn around the hole, but 
at 67 m

 depth w
ater began to accum

ulate.  W
e used an anti-freeze (m

ethanol), injected 
several m

eters above above the sam
pling ports, to keep the hole open.  W

e acquired a 
m

elt w
ater sam

ple at 95-97m
 depth and reached 103 m

 before recovering.  36 hours later 
w

e again low
ered he probe through the full length of the hole and again recovered it.
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