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Oceana Locations 
• Founded in 2001 

 
• World’s largest advocacy 

organization focused solely on 
ocean conservation 
 

• Protected more than 4.5 million 
square miles of sensitive ocean 
habitat  
 

• Banned shark fin import and 
export in Canada 
 

• Banned offshore oil drilling in 
Belize Mesoamerica reef 
 



Exponential rise of 
plastic pollution in 
ocean sediments 
mirrors soaring global 
plastic production  

Plastiglomerates 
from Hawaii 

Brandon et al. 2019 Sci. Adv. 

Corcoran et al., 2014 GSA Today 



Greenhouse Gases Emitted From Environmental Plastic 

Source: Royer et al.  2018 PLOS ONE Credit: Shutterstock 

See also Zheng and Suh 2019, Nature Climate Change 



Nearly 700 Marine Species Are Affected by Plastic Pollution* 

Credit: Shutterstock 

* Gall & Thompson 2015 



Microplastic now found in humans 

MP intake estimates from: 
Cox et al., 2019  Env. Sci. Tech 
Hernandez et al., 2019 Env. Sci. Tech 



GLOBAL PLASTICS PRODUCTION (2015) 

Source: UNEP 2018  (adapted from Geyer, Jambeck and Law, 2017) 

Electrical/electronic 
4% 

Industrial machinery 
1% 

Transportation 
7% 

The world produces more than 400 million tons of plastics every year. 



Global plastic production 
projected to increase four-
fold by 2050 



Cumulative Plastic Waste Generation and Disposal 
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Source: Geyer, Jambeck, Law, ‘Science Advances’ (2017) 



Market no longer favors recycling 



ICC DATA 2018 

• Single-use plastic 
dominate beach 
clean-ups 

• First time cutlery  
products found 

• Most items are not 
recyclable 





Plastic Free Choices,  
Plastic Free Zones 



ESTIMATED NUMBER OF NEW REGULATIONS ON SINGLE-USE PLASTICS ENTERING 
INTO FORCE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL WORLDWIDE 

Source: UNEP 2018 
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Number of regulations on plastic bags, Styrofoam and other plastic utensils that entered into force



Policies regulating single-use plastic work to reduce pollution  









Thank you 
kwarner@oceana.org 

www.oceana.org/plastics 
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