Learn more about WHOAS

Institutional Repositories (IR) are places where the intellectual property of institutions is digitally stored and made available on the internet.  The mission of Woods Hole Open Access Server (WHOAS) is to digitally capture, communicate, and preserve the intellectual output of the Woods Hole scientific community.  WHOAS is an open access server and its content is easily searched and web accessible to all users within and outside the Woods Hole scientific community.

WHOAS runs on the DSpace software platform developed by MIT and HP.  It is hosted by the MBLWHOI Library at https://darchive.mblwhoilibrary.org/.
General Guidelines for Content Contribution to WHOAS

Suggestions for content contribution include: 

Scholarly work that has already been published*.  Check SHERPA for publishers’ policies.
· Articles as they appear in print (i.e., publisher’s PDF), or in lieu of, final drafts (post peer review) of articles in the scientific press.

· Books

· Book chapters

· Technical reports

Scholarly work that is complete and ready for publication.  Check SHERPA for publishers’ policies.

· Final drafts (post peer review) of forthcoming articles.  See also WHOI’s Open Access policy
Conference and workshop presentations*
· Conference papers

· Conference papers w/PowerPoint presentations
Student contributions (not listed above)
· MIT/WHOI Joint Program Ph.D. or Sc.D. Dissertation, or Master’s Thesis (can be embargoed for a limited time period)
· WHOI Summer Fellows’ written reports
Data sets (can be embargoed for a limited time period)
Images

Maps

Recordings

Videos
*In all cases, the content contributor must have copyright ownership and/or distribution rights within U.S. Copyright Law.

Frequently asked questions:

Do I have to participate?

The mission of WHOAS is to capture, preserve, and communicate the intellectual output of the Woods Hole scientific community.  Your participation is paramount. 

Why should I participate?

The value of your work is fully realized when it can be shared with others. Your contributions to WHOAS, assure continued, open, and widespread access to your work.

How long will content be retained?

“Forever” is a long time, but libraries have lots of experience when it comes to preservation.  It is our intent to maintain your contributions in perpetuity.

Can contributions to WHOAS be withdrawn?

Once placed in WHOAS, it is not customary to remove content, however, in special circumstances, access to the content may be limited.

Does placing content in WHOAS count as “published”?

No. Generally, meeting the quality standards of peer review and acceptance for publication by a peer-reviewed journal, counts as publication. 

Will my publishers permit me to put content into WHOAS?

Many do. To see which ones, review existing journal publisher policies at SHERPA.  In addition, amending copyright transfer agreements for all future publications guarantees your rights to contribute content to WHOAS.
What gets contributed to WHOAS?

Suggestions include: scholarly or research oriented work produced, submitted, or sponsored by the Woods Hole scientific community; work that is complete and ready for “publication”, articles, books, and book chapters that have already been published, theses/dissertations, conference and workshop presentations, data sets, images, etc., in a variety of formats.

Is content limited by format?

DSpace was selected as the WHOAS platform because it supports a wide range of formats including: PDF, Word, Access, Excel, PowerPoint, LaTeX, XML, HTML, JPEG, GIF, TIFF, and WAV.

Is content limited by file size?

The larger the file, the longer it can take to “intake” (upload) into WHOAS.  We have found that files beyond 30-40mb can take an exceedingly long time to load into WHOAS and files beyond 50mb may not load for you at all.  To make arrangements to load large files, please contact the WHOAS project manager, at whoas@whoi.edu or 508.289.2865.

If my joint author(s) placed this content in their institutional repository, should I contribute the same content to WHOAS?

Yes!  In that policies, access, and competencies can vary from IR to IR, we request that content you have created as a member of the Woods Hole scientific community reside in WHOAS.  Redundancy is an added bonus!

What about previously published materials?

If you have retained, or can secure, the right to do so, contribution of “older” materials is encouraged.

What happens when I retire or depart the Woods Hole scientific community?

It is our intent to maintain your content in perpetuity.

Can I easily link to the content I place in WHOAS from my web page?

Yes!  Each digital object in WHOAS is assigned a unique and persistent URL (known as a Handle).  Once assigned, the Handle will not change, and your links will remain intact.

How do I get started?

As the creator of the content, you need to be willing and able to grant the MBLWHOI Library the right to preserve and distribute your work.  

You need to retain copyright ownership and the right to contribute post prints* and/or publishers’ PDFs in WHOAS for the articles you author.  Begin by amending all copyright transfers you have not yet signed.

Can I get help with the language for amending a copyright transfer agreement?

YES! Use the AMENDMENT to Publication Agreement as an addendum to all copyright transfer agreements.
Do I have to do the “intake” work myself?

No! With your permission, staff at the MBLWHOI Library will intake your content on your behalf.  Or, if you prefer, you and/or your representative can be authorized and trained as content submitters and may input files 24/7.

Is all content submitted guaranteed acceptance into WHOAS?

Not necessarily.  For example, if you should submit a publisher’s PDF from a journal that restricts such activity, then the submission will be denied.  In these cases, you may be encouraged to submit a final (post peer review) draft instead.

How do I get started?

Please contact the WHOAS project manager, at whoas@whoi.edu or 508.289.2865.
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AMENDMENT to Publication Agreement

The Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and the Marine Biological Laboratory encourage all employees to include this amendment to all publishing contracts.  It has been unanimously adopted by the Boston Library Consortium on 09/06/2005.

1. This Amendment hereby modifies the attached Publication Agreement concerning the following Article:

______________________________________________________

(Manuscript title)

______________________________________________________

(Journal name)

2. The parties to the Publication Agreement and to this Amendment are:

__________________________________ (Corresponding author), 

___________________________________, 

___________________________________, 

___________________________________

(individually, or if more than one author, collectively, the Author), and

 ___________________________________, (the Publisher).

3. The parties agree that wherever there is any conflict between this Amendment and the Publication Agreement, the provisions of this Amendment are paramount and the Publication Agreement shall be construed accordingly. 

4. Notwithstanding any terms in the Publication Agreement to the contrary and in addition to the rights retained by Author or licensed by Publisher to Author in the Publication Agreement and any fair use rights of Author, Author and Publisher agree that the Author shall also retain the following rights:    

a. The Author shall, without limitation, have the non-exclusive right to use, reproduce, distribute, create derivative works including update, perform, and display publicly, the Article in electronic, digital or print form in connection with the Author’s teaching, conference presentations, lectures, other scholarly works, and for all of Author’s academic and professional activities.

b. Once the Article has been published by Publisher, the Author shall also have all the non-exclusive rights necessary to make, or to authorize others to make, the final published version of the Article available in digital form over the Internet, including but not limited to a website under the control of the Author or the Author’s employer or through any digital repository, such as the Woods Hole Open Access Server (WHOAS) or the National Library of Medicine’s PubMed Central database.

c. The Author further retains all non-exclusive rights necessary to grant to the Author’s employing institution the non-exclusive right to use, reproduce, distribute, display, publicly perform, and make copies of the work in electronic, digital or in print form in connection with teaching, digital repositories, conference presentations, lectures, other scholarly works, and all academic and professional activities conducted at the Author’s employing institution. 

5. Publisher’s Acceptance of this Addendum.  Publisher’s acceptance of this Amendment shall be manifested by executing a copy of this Amendment and returning it to the Author. Alternatively, Publisher assents to the terms of this Amendment if Publisher publishes the Article in the journal identified herein or in any other form without execution of this Amendment.

6. Final Agreement.  This Amendment and the Publication Agreement, taken together, constitute the final agreement between the Author and the Publisher with respect to the publication of the Article and allocation of rights under copyright in the Article.  Any modification of or additions to the terms of this Amendment or to the Publication Agreement must be in writing and executed by both Publisher and Author in order to be effective.  

7. NIH Funded Research. (Please check box to indicate this submission falls under the NIH publishing requirements) 

( This work is the result of NIH funded research. The Author retains the right to take all steps reasonably necessary to comply with NIH’s Revised Policy on Enhancing Public Access to Archived Publications Resulting from NIH-Funded Research. (https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-13-020.html)

This includes the right to provide, allow the publisher to provide, or allow the Author’s employing Institution to provide an electronic version of the final manuscript of the Article, including all modifications from the peer review process and all graphics and supplemental materials associated with the manuscript to the National Library of Medicine’s PubMed Central Database (“PMC) at the time the article is accepted for publication. Also this includes the right to authorize the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to make a copy of the peer-reviewed manuscript of the Article available for public access in PMC in any medium chosen by NIH, no later than 12 months after the official date of publication
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